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Winner of the 2006 Albion Review Fiction Contest
Not Singlish Either .

As a young Sri Lankan man fresh to New York, the only
thing Anil could do was work in the porn shop. On every seedy
street in New York City; by the reeking alley where Bowery meets
2nd Avenue, between the dusty fruit stand and the ninety-nine cents
store on Columbus, dotting every squalid corner of Washington
Heights was a peeling-lettered, graying porn store, run by a Sri
Lankan, Anil found ajob at a small, nondescript place called
Movies & Videos; name which he thought was both misleading and
redundant. He couldn’t imagine how anyone would even know that
the place sold porn. To his bewilderment, a vast number of people
managed to figure it out. Anil couldn’t have better experienced
New York’s celebrated melting pot than by sitting behind the rotting,
wooden counter of the porn store. Every kind of New Yorker, from
sheepish-cyed, hair-dyed Astan gitls to twitchy, white businessmen
carrying expensive, leather briefcases, came to borrow movies with
names like Good Will Humping and Edward Penishands.

Unlikethe other Sri Lankan workers, Anil didn’t have to
suppress a smirk when he rented out Saving Ryan s Privates, He
had yet to understand double-entendres in American popular
culture, 50 he couldn’t see why the other boys found hours of
raucous enjoyment from reading off the faded movie titles that lined
the musty walls of the dimly-lit, filthy store, Anil thought that Movies
& Videos would benefit from a sound cleaning. He once grabbed a
- dilapidated mop and proceeded to scrub a space clear on the
grimy, tiled floor, if only to see what the original color was. His
boss, Ranil DeSilva, stopped him immediately.

‘Na, Anil. Dirty store is good. Make the peoiﬁle féel less
dirty, see?’ Ranil said, patting Anil’s thin shoulder.

Anil did ot see, but Ranil DeSilva owned a successful
- chain of porn stores that stretched from Manhattan’s Lower East
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